
Double-crop soybeans can potentially be some of a farm’s most profitable acres. 
Follow these tips to make the most of your double-crop.

FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
SOYBEAN DOUBLE-CROP7 TIPS

1 OPTIMIZE YOUR WHEAT HARVEST FOR DOUBLE-CROP PLANTING.
Consider harvesting wheat at 18% to 20% moisture and artificially drying the grain to allow for earlier double-crop 
planting. This should help maximize your wheat and double-crop soybean yields while maintaining grain quality.
Make combine adjustments to maintain soil moisture for double-crop beans and to decrease residue that can 
harm seed/soil contact during bean planting:
•	 Try harvesting in different directions to find the angle at which the header best picks up the wheat. 
•	 Adjust the reel slightly ahead of the cutter bar and far enough down to lay the head on the platform. 
•	 The reel should turn slightly faster than ground speed.

2 PREPARE FOR WEEDS BY SELECTING THE RIGHT VARIETY.
Weed pressure can be significant in double-crop soybeans. Select seeds that will allow for effective herbicide 
treatments, such as the Enlist E3® soybean trait with tolerance to 2,4-D choline, glyphosate and glufosinate.

3 FOLLOW SOME OF YOUR FULL-SEASON PLANTING PRACTICES.
•	 Use the same practices that you would for full-season beans when it comes to soil moisture and soil 

conditions to achieve timely germination. 
•	 Plant at 1”-1.5” depth for ideal emergence time.

4 INCREASE YOUR SEEDING RATE.
Double-crop soybeans require higher seeding rates because they are destined to be shorter and produce   
fewer pods per plant. Higher seeding rates enhance plant and pod height to compensate, and they counteract 
the effects of any high wheat residue in your field. 
•	 Increase seeding rate by 5-10% to achieve optimal stand.
•	 Seeding rate = Targeted final stand/(%germination x % emergence)
•	 Aim for 130,000-140,000 stand count for full season beans.
•	 Target 140,000+ stand count for double-crop beans.
•	 If planting 7.5-inch rows using a drill, aim for 160,000+.
Higher rates also enable quicker canopy closure, which can be a benefit in drought- and/or heat-prone 
environments and can slow down or inhibit weed emergence and early growth.

5 CONSIDER DECREASING ROW SPACING.
Narrower row spacing is likely to provide a greater yield benefit in double-crop beans, when soybeans have 
limited time for vegetative growth before flowering. Consider planting 15-inch rows, which some research 
suggests produces a 4 bu/acre yield advantage of over 30-inch rows.
Watch out for moisture stress, brown stem rot, white mold, nitrogen stress and soybean cyst nematode. These 
threats are more common in narrow row spacing and can reduce or erase yield advantage.

6 EVALUATE STAND COUNTS PROMPTLY.
Heavy residue in a double-crop field can cause hairpinning and poor emergence of soybeans. Evaluate stand 
count upon emergence to determine whether you’ll have a good crop. 
Count the stands inside a 30-inch hoop and multiply the number by 8,878 to determine field population. Take 
stand counts in multiple spots throughout the field. 

7 SCOUT EARLY AND OFTEN FOR PESTS AND DISEASES.
Smaller crops are more vulnerable to pests, making scouting very important in double-crops. 
Pests to watch for in late-planted beans include:

•	 Defoliating insects like bean leaf beetles,     
Japanese beetles, Mexican bean beetles, and 
a variety of caterpillars

•	 Soybean aphids
•	 Stink bugs
•	 Soybean podworm – corn earworm

Keep an eye out for these common diseases in double-crop beans:

•	 Rhizoctonia solani
•	 Phytophthora root and stem rot
•	 Cercospora leaf blight and seed stain

•	 Frogeye leaf spot
•	 Viruses



The transgenic soybean event in Enlist E3® soybeans is jointly developed and owned by Dow AgroSciences LLC and M.S. Technologies, L.L.C.

Enlist Duo® and Enlist One® herbicides are not registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Contact your state pesticide 
regulatory agency to determine if a product is registered for sale or use in your area. Enlist Duo and Enlist One are the only 2,4-D products 

authorized for use with Enlist crops. Consult Enlist herbicide labels for weed species controlled. Always read and follow label directions.

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents. 
TM ® SM Trademarks and service marks of Dow AgroSciences, DuPont or Pioneer, and their affiliated companies or their respective owners. © 2020 Corteva. 20D-1294

Why Pioneer® brand Enlist E3® Soybeans 
are a great double-crop option

	 Pioneer® brand Enlist E3® soybeans include the most 
advanced weed-control trait technology for soybeans

The Enlist™ herbicide system provides convenient, flexible 
and powerful options to control actively growing weeds

Greater tank-mix flexibility than other systems, 
including the ability to tank-mix with ammonium 
sulfate water conditioners and  qualified glufosinate 
products (Libery® herbicide)

Farmers can apply Enlist herbicides in burndown 
through post-emergence in conjunction with Enlist 
E3 soybeans to help control tough and glyphosate-
resistant weeds. The three way stack of Enlist, 
glyphosate and glufosinate allows you  to target your 
tough to control weeds with multiple effective modes 
of action.  An additional benefit of Enlist E3 soybeans 
is a no plant-back window after a burndown 
application of Enlist herbicides.

With near-zero volatility and reduced potential for physical 
drift, Enlist herbicides with Colex-D® technology are 
designed to land and stay on target

This means those other non Enlist E3 soybeans you and 
your neighbors are growing are NOT a sensitive crop!

Pioneer® brand Enlist E3® Soybeans provide a new tool to help maximize on your double-crop opportunity.  
With the ability to spray actively growing weeds with Enlist One® + Liberty® herbicides, along with the 

option adding glyphosate to increase grass activity, the easier and more effective option is clear.  
Contact your local Pioneer sale representative today and let’s maximize this opportunity together.


